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The second case was a shoemaker, forty-seven years 
of age, the right half of the gland was removed. Two 
days after the operation the exophthalmus had decidedly 
diminished. Six months later the eyes were normal, and 
the heart’s action was less disturbed. In the last four 
weeks he was able to resume work, and without difficulty 
he could ascend four flights of stairs several times daily. 
(Centralbl. f. klin. Med., No. 6, 1892.) W. M. L. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

DUBOISINUM SULFURICUM. 

Dr. Lewald, in “ Der Irrenfreund,” says that as a sed¬ 
ative in mental diseases this drug has no superior. He 
has used it in a large number of cases, and finds that its 
hypnotic influence can be depended upon. It is to be 
administered subcutaneously, in doses of not more than 
0.002 gr., and it is in no case to be increased. 

The author thought that if the drug were more widely 
known, the time would not be long before it would super¬ 
sede hyoscine, as it was more effective and possessed less 
disagreeable properties. B. M. 

THE TREATMENT OF PHYSICAL PAIN. 

Prof. Hayem, in an article on this subject (Internation¬ 
ale klinische Rundschau), gives the results of some very 
interesting studies in this direction. He contends that 
to intelligently treat pain the varieties must be thoroughly 
understood, and, to facilitate matters, classifies pain as 
follows: Class (1) treated according to the intensity; 
Class (2) according to location; Class (3) the course of 
the pain, as to periodicity, duration, etc.; Class (4) the age 
of the case. 

The intensity of the pain is of great importance when 
it comes to treatment; for pain can be of such severity 
and frequency as to cause death; for instance, pain of 
kidney and liver colic and of angina pectoris. From the 
frequency with which certain cases have paroxysms of 
pain, it is evident that such remedies as chloroform and 
morphine cannot be constantly employed; and it is in 
this class of cases that the ingenuity of the physician is 
most severely taxed. One of the most painful affections 
is facial neuralgia; the remedies mostly employed are 
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aconitia, morphine, and atropine hypodermically; anti- 
pyrine is sometimes used in the same manner. For in¬ 
ternal medication quinia, antifebrine and exalgine seem 
to offer the best results—the quinia to be given during 
the interval between the paroxysms. Aconitia is the 
drug mostly relied upon to control the pain; when the 
suffering is not severe, the antifebrine and exalgine are 
employed with benefit. Where the neuralgia is of the 
the trunk or extremities, some remedy must be used 
which acts locally, such as revulsions. One of the best 
remedies which the author has found is the refrigeration 
of the part by chlormethyl. If the condition is of the 
congestive form, as in recent rheumatic neuralgia, scari¬ 
fication is good practice. The topical application of a 
sedative is sometimes followed by good results. Some 
of the alkaloids of opium, made up in an ointment, to be 
rubbed over the part, often relieves pain. Veratrine, 
camphor, and menthol can be used in this way. In hemi- 
crania dependent upon bad digestion, the antipyrine and 
phenacetine, internally administered, is often followed 
by relief from pain. The opium preparations alone or 
in combination with cocaine are particularly indicated in 
the smarting pain, occurring in neuroses of the digestive 
tract. The so-called rheumatic neuralgia is best con¬ 
trolled by the internal administration of quinia and sali¬ 
cylate of soda. B. M. 

STUDIES ON HYPNOTICS. 

To find a hypnotic that is to be depended upon, is 
both certain to produce the desired result and is always 
safe, is the aim of the physician in the treatment of cer¬ 
tain forms of nervous diseases. Surzycki (Centralblatt f. 
klinische Medicin) reports the results of his work in this 
direction, and says that one of the things that is much 
to be deprecated is the method, as adopted in public 
institutions for nervous and mental diseases, of making 
up a sleeping draught that is to be administered to all 
patients alike, without reference to the class of case or 
the individuality of the patient. He has found for hos¬ 
pital work, that for a hypnotic in the insomnia of neu¬ 
rasthenia, hysteria, and the chronic neuroses, sulfonal 
answers the purpose better than any other for continued 
administration. Where the sleeplessness is due to hallu¬ 
cinations, uncomfortable sensations, etc., the hydrate of 
amyl is far superior to any hypnotic the author has ever 



